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2 

AMITAV GHOsH’s THE NUTMEG’S CURSE: A NARRATIVE OF THE CURsE OF 

BIGNEss 

DR MADHU KAMRA AND DR sEEMA ARORA 

  F  

This as a non-fictional work explores the most notorious ―global and conjectural phenomenon‖ that 

has embraced the urgent strategy needed not for ―better human survival‖ but more for mere ―survival‖ 

on the planet. The spread of the monster titled ―Carbon Economy‖ has shaped the crisis for what it is. 

That humanity is in the process of asphyxiation and Amitav Ghosh has every reason to pen this powerful 

writing. The sight of millions of lives is in jeopardy because of droughts, floods and extreme weather 

events, leading Ghosh to trace. 

―… the complex ways that globalization, empire and bourgeois novel are entangled with the history 

of Carbon and our contemporary climate crisis.‖ (https://www.gatewayhouse.in/ how-did-this-

come-about/) 

The book traces with agility the reasons behind the gradual death of the planet Earth. The Nutmeg’s 

Curse is Amitav Ghosh’s nagging concern of the “sense of belongingness” along with anxiety pertaining to 

climate migration; this is also his conscientious response to Covid with brilliant collation of facts derived 

from his connection to Banda Islands. The book is a devoted writing with an intent to spread the message 

that our planet needs humans as saviour to indirectly save their lives. Summoning radical empathy, Ghosh 

calls for urgent enterprise to save the earth by refraining any further exploitation. 

Is global warming and climate change only the Curse of Bigness? Can industrial transformation be 

named the sole and lethal culprit or ―pure laissez faire capitalism‖ be called down as 
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authored eight books and has published 125 research papers in peer-reviewed/CARE-listed 

journals and several edited anthologies. Her areas of interest are Psychoanalysis, Spiritual 

Studies, Dalit Literature and Comparative Literature. 

Dr S. Chelliah, (MA, PhD, DLitt), is the Dean of Arts, Humanities & Languages; and Professor, Head, 

and Chairperson of School of English and Foreign Languages; and Special Officer for Planning & 

Development at Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai (Tamil Nadu). He has produced 31 PhD 

scholars, 220 MPhil scholars and 231 MA projects. He has published 12 books and 354 research 

papers in various national and international journals and edited anthologies. Dr Chelliah has 

served as the Dean for Curriculum Development of Madurai Kamaraj University, Director for 

Board of Studies Section, Director for Spoken English Institute of Madurai Kamaraj University, 

Co-ordinator for CBCS Wing, Liaison Officer for SC/ST Cell of Madurai Kamaraj University 

and Member of Board of Studies of both UG/PG of Pondicherry University, Manonmaniam 

Sundaranar University, Bharathidhasan University, Bharathiar University and Gandhigrahm 

Rural University. 

Dr Madhu Kamra has been the Former Principal at Durga Mahavidyalaya, Raipur. Presently, she 

heads the Department of English of this college. She earned her PhD in English in 1999 and then 

in Linguistics in 2004 from Pt Ravi Shankar 
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Shukla University, Raipur, Chhattisgarh. She completed her PG Diploma in Journalism and Mass 

Communication from Madurai Kamaraj University in 2008. She has published a good number of 

research articles, book chapters and has authored three books. She frequently gives keynote lectures 

in national and international seminars and conferences. Her research and teaching interests include 

Linguistics, Contemporary Indian Writings, Translation Studies, Literary Theory and Criticism, and 

Cognitive Poetics. She has guided more than 15 PhD scholars. She is a subject expert in the Board of 

Studies in different universities. An avid reader and a seasoned academician with a research 

experience of 35 years, she has an unquenchable thirst for new knowledge. 
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PLACE As IDENTITY IN KAVITA KANE’s 

MENAKA’S CHOICE 

DR sEEMA ARORA AND DR MADHU KAMRA 

  F  

Kavita Kane, of the nest of Devdutt Patnaik, is a Pune-based Indian writer and former journalist who 

worked for prestigious media houses like Magna Publications and The Times of India. Kane made a big 

impression with her first novel by shifting feminism within the locale of mythology, ―I always believed that 

mythology can be a huge canvas for contemporary thought. It is not telling us some old tales as so carelessly 

assumed of Gods and Goddesses‖ (qtd. in Kaur 140). 

By giving voice to the ever side-lined, overlooked and neglected members of the society ― the women, 

particularly the women characters in Indian mythology, Kane has added new luster to revisionist literature. Her 

bestselling seven novels – Karna’s Wife (2013), Sita’s Sister (2014), Menaka’s Choice (2015), Lanka’s Princess 

(2016),The Fisher Queen’s Dynasty (2017), Ahalaya’s Awakening (2019) and Sarasvati’s Gift (2021) are all based 

on the lesser-known women in Indian mythology. 

Kavita Kane was born in Mumbai on 5August 1960 and was brought up in different cities like Patna, Delhi 

and Pune. She did her post-graduation in English Literature and Mass Communication from Pune 

University. As a child, she always dreamt of becoming an administrative officer. Later, she was fascinated 

by her father’s huge collection of books and made books her best companions. She initiated her career as a 

journalist and moved on to become a famous Indian novelist who is on a mission to speak the unspoken 

about the women characters in Indian mythology. 

With a large zoom-focus on women, the novel under study, Menaka’s Choice excels in projecting the power of 

womanhood, the know-how of self- awareness and the expanse of self-reliance structurally and thematically. 

Menaka’s Choice is spread to the length of three noticeable chapters ― The first relates to her love-

marriage relationship with Vishwavasu ― the King of Gandharvas (Celestial Musician). This annoys Indra 

who in a state of deep rage banishes Vishwavasu from heaven and limits him to earth as a monster. 

Menaka who has love and domesticity as forbidden lands is 
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